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other things the Duke of York had obtained Penn's
release in 1669 from imprisonment for his religious
opinions. He became still more bound when one
of the first acts of the new King's reign was the
release of a great number of people who had been
imprisoned for their religion, among them thirteen
hundred Quakers. In addition to preaching to
the Quakers and protecting them, Penn used his
influence with James to secure the return of several
political offenders from exile. His friendship with
James raised him, indeed, to a position of no little
importance at Court. He was constantly con-
sulted by the King, in whose political policy he
gradually became more and more involved.

James was a Roman Catholic and soon per-
fected his plans for making both Church and State
a papal appendage and securing for the Crown the
right to suspend acts of Parliament. Penn at
first protested, but finally supported the King in
the belief that he would in the end establish liberty.
In his earlier years, however, Penn had written
pamphlets arguing strenuously against the same
sort of despotic schemes that James was now un-
dertaking; and this contradiction of his former
position seriously injured his reputation even
among his own people.